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strongly to the appointment; and after lengthy negotia-
tions, conducted with considerable heat on both sides,
they determined to negative it, should it be made. Mr.
Fox therefore urgently represented to Lord Grenville
that a persistence in this policy on the part of the
Directors ought to be considered as a decided act of
opposition to the Ministry, and not as one of simple
hostility to Lord Lauderdale ; and that in pursuance of
this view, the Government should refuse to nominate
anybody, leaving the Directors to please themselves.

Lord Grenville, however, demurred to a course of
action which would have enlisted against his administra-
tion so important an interest as that of the Court of
Directors; and it was finally arranged that Lord
Lauderdale should resign his pretensions, (which he did
the more readily from a desire not to agitate Mr. Fox,
already very ill, by further discussion,) and that Lord
Grenville ahoxild make a new nomination. He at once
expressed to Lord Minto his earnest desire to confer
the appointment upon him, coupling this intimation
with the assurance that the nomination would be ap-
proved by the Government, the Directors, and the
public* The offer was on this occasion decidedly re-
fused by Lord Minto; but when, a few weeks later,
Lord Grenville returned to the subject, assuring Lord
Minto that c there was nobody else who would tho-
roughly answer the public wishes and those of the
<rovernment? that he alone could extricate the Minis-
try from a position of considerable embarrassment,
with a great deal more in the same strain,' the result